
June 14-28, 2002 

(Tommy & Joy Dickens)  

Joy and Tommy Dickens 

were on team of eleven 

that went to Austria to 

visit all the Baptist 

churches and find out 

how we (Goshen Baptist 

Association and Virginia 

Baptists) could support 

them.  The team consist-

ed of JR Eley, Hubie Jew-

ell, Bob Houck,  Lanny Horton, 

Maynard & Ruth Guill, Steve Aycock, 

Mary Alice Lankford, John Miller 

(then pastor of Alum Springs Baptist 

in Culpeper), Joy and Tommy. 

We flew Swiss Air to Zurich, Switzer-

land and then Austrian Air to Vienna.  

In Vienna, we met Walter Klimt, the 

head of Austrian Missions and 

worked alongside Jerry Jones who 

was working as a missionary to Aus-

tria with the International Mission 

Board.   

We held multiple prayer services in the twelve 

different churches we visited.  We visited with pas-

tors to find out their needs and had prayer walks 

through the communities.  Our team also made 

home visits and also met with the Austria Baptist 

Union.   

We also visited the Mission Church Craig Waddell 

(who now lives in Richmond VA and works with the 

Virginia Baptist Mission Board) was pastoring.  We 

visited the home of Craig’s in-laws (Craig also had 

an apartment in his in-law’s house).  The home was 

beautiful and had a 

nice swimming pool.  

We ate lunch and 

spent time lounging by 

the pool. 

We drove down to 

Lake Constance, where 

Switzerland, Germany, 

and Austria meet and 

then traveled into Ger-

many.  We went to an-

other large lake in Salz-
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burg where the Sound of Music was filmed and spent 

the night in a hotel by the water.  It was very beauti-

ful. 

On Sunday, we went to an underground church, “St. 

Michael’s.”  We got to see a lot of 

Vienna and Salzburg.  The whole 

country was very clean and take 

pride in keeping it that way. 

September 2003  

(Tommy Dickens) 

A team of four went to Austria in 

2003 to remodel a section of a 

church in Graz.  We flew to Zurich, 

Switzerland by Swiss Air and out 

by Austrian Air to Vienna.  In Vien-

na, we rode a train to Graz.  The team con-

sisted of Don Reid (then pastor of Blue 

Ridge Shores Baptist Church), Melva Rowe 

(also of Blue Ridge Shores), Bob Houck 

(Culpeper), and myself.  The pastor of the 

church met us and took us to a hostel 

which was our home for eight days.   

We remodeled a section of the church dur-

ing the day and visited some of the church 

members for dinner.  We rode the bus 

with them to their homes.  One night we 

had a cooker with two let down sides in 

the middle of the table.  The food was raw 

and we slowly cooked our own food.  The 

fellowship was always great and the food was also. 

The church was made up of people from several 

countries.  The sign in the bathroom regarding keep-

ing it clean, was written in eleven languages.  On our 

free day we visited a farm where they 

raised and trained all the beautiful white 

horses.  The colts were born black and then 

gradually turned all white by the time they 

were two years old. 

Note:  After dinner, the hostess would ride 

with us back to the hostel on the bus and 

then return home. 
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Craig Waddell (right) who was at that 

time an IMB missionary to Austria, is 

pictured with his wife Angelika’s par-

ents (Adam & Helene Strecker) at their 

home in Leonding, just outside of Linz, 

Austria.  Craig later accepted a position 

at the BGAV where he is Partnership 

Coordinator for mission work and 

moved his family to Richmond, VA. 
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Walter Klimt (right) and John Miller (striped shirt) 

John Miller (left) and Rudy Wood 

(Field Coordinator in Austria along 

with his wife, Helen at that time) 

Teammates: 

Bob Houck (left) 

Hubie Jewell (center) 

JR Eley (in hammock) 
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This quilt was a Partnership Project         

between a team of quilting ladies from   

Virginia sewing with the ladies of Austria. 

 


