Goshen Ministers in India
A devastating tsunami hit India on
December 26, 2004 killing around
300,000 people.
The Virginia Baptist Mission
Board had a partnership with Dr.
Kunjumon Chacko who had been
doing ministry with Prison Fellowship International (founded by
Chuck Cholson) since 1976 and responded to his plea for help.
Murph Terry (Goshen’s Director of
Missions) was asked to be on an assessment
team two weeks afterwards to see how Virginia Baptists and the people of Goshen could
help.
The team watched as thousands of people
scavenged for food; searched for loved ones
who had been swept away; or sat helpless,
jobless, hopeless, and homeless.

attached and was a great witness to the nonbelievers who couldn’t believe someone
would do this for them. A dedication service
was held when the boats were presented to
the families.

Part of the funds donated bought school uniforms and helped support students for a year
so they could get back to school and have
needed supplies. The cost for two uniforms
The team determined the most urgent needs and school supplies was $25. To support a
and the people of Goshen responded by giv- student for a year, people donated $400.
ing over $27,690.
Goshen was very active in supporting The
These funds bought boats for the men to fish Precious Children’s Home—the vision of Dr.
and earn a living for their families. All their
Kunjumon Chacko. His vision started when
fishing boats had been destroyed by the tsu- Dr. Chacko and his wife, Jane were asked to
nami. Sixteen boats at $1,000 each were built take in two girls (ages 7 and 4) because their
in India (which helped their economic situa- father was imprisoned for life and their mothtion) and had a cross on the front, Virginia
er abandoned them.
Baptist on the side, and a number. They were
The couple purchased some land and built
given to the fishermen with no strings
dormitories for the children. Since their start,

Dr. Chacko has taken in hundreds of street
children and children of prisoners and provided a safe home, balanced diet, clothing,
health care, an education and skill training.

donated study Bibles to each graduate of the
India Baptist Seminary (located in Kerala)
which Dr. Chacko also started. This seminary
is linked with Bluefield College in Virginia.

In 2004, the tsunami flooded Dr. Chacko with
even more children who were orphaned and
he needed to expand. The Precious Children’s International Village (located in
Kottayam and dedicated in 2008) was constructed. The dormitories could house 100
children each.

Several mission teams from Goshen were
blessed to go to India during our four year
partnership to work with The Precious Children’s Home, the seminary, and also helped
rebuild a church. Dr. Don Reid and his wife
Sarah led one of the teams with Melva Rowe
of Blue Ridge Shores.

For many years, the people of Goshen also
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after graduation to share the gospel of Jesus

The vision of Dr. Kunjumon Chacko and his

Christ with their communities.
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the 2004 tsunami who were living in the Pre- throughout the world. I will be forever grateful for the opportunities Goshen Baptist Associous Children's Home. Here they received
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Christ, our Lord and Savior.

