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“The purpose of this Association shall be to proclaim Christ as Lord, to expand the Kingdom of God, 

and to assist our affiliate churches to carry out their mission before God.” 

Recent War and Opportunity 

Armenia is a country in transition.  The war of Septem-
ber—November 2020 with Azerbaijan and Turkey pro-
foundly changed the boundaries of the country, shook the 
spirit of the people, and has brought about a reshaping strat-
egy.  It has also underscored the imperative we have to do 
all we can while the door is open. 

The war ended on November 10, 2020 with Russia oversee-
ing a peace treaty after Armenia ceded significant territory 
to Azerbijan, leaving the Nagorno-Karabakh Region sur-
rounded by Azerbaijan and accessed with great difficulty 
from Armenia.  In the past, we have had mission teams 
travel to Nagorno-Karabakh to lead VBS and had planned 
to send construction teams beginning in 2021 to help reno-
vate a building that will serve as a church plant and semi-
nary in Stepanakert.  There are seven Russian checkpoints 
along a corridor connecting Armenia to Nagorno-Karabakh 
and foreigners are not allowed through except with permis-
sion from Russian Peacekeepers.  We cannot count on those 
permissions coming through, so the seminary/church pro-
ject will now begin this Spring (2022) and be done by local 
workers. 

This is a time of tre-
mendous opportunity 
in Armenia.  The war 
has underscored that 
we must work while 
there is opportunity.  In 
2022 and beyond, the 
Armenian Baptist Un-
ion plans to send 
church planters to sev-
eral border towns near 
Nagorno-Karabakh and 
to other unreached 
parts of Armenia. 

Goshen Sponsored Church Planters 

One of the pastoral couples that Goshen people assist, Var-
dan and Lucine (testimony on back page), serve in a border 
town just a few miles from the border with Azerbaijan.  The 
war opened new relationships with the community when 
they assisted 30 local families who had family members 
killed during the war. 

The other two pastors supported by Goshen people (Pastor 
Avo and Pastor Svin) are refugees from Syria and are able 
to return and see family there.  These pastors have regular 
contact with Syrian believers and can offer guidance, en-
couragement, and training.  Please pray that the door will 
open for these pastors to encourage new plants in the Alep-
po, Syria area. 

Upcoming Vision Team 

I will be leading a Vision Team to Armenia on April 21-
May 2 and would be delighted to have representatives from 
the Goshen Baptist Association join the team.  We will visit 
several churches across the country, lead pastors’ and wom-
en’s conferences, worship in churches, and see some of the 
work that is planned in the future.  (Kevin James, Goshen’s 

new DoM, has signed up to be on this trip.)  

Needs: 

Prayers for guidance in developing a strategy 
to reach Armenia; prayers for encouragement 
and strength; prayers for new pastors to clearly 
hear God’s call to new cities. 

Teams to lead conferences and encourage pas-
tors, lead VBS and train leaders, sports evange-
lism teams, construction teams to assist local 
workers. 

Funds to support church planters, build new 
churches, and bring in pastors from other coun-
tries for training. 

What’s Happening in Armenia?  
An update from Paul Langston who coordinates with Goshen regarding work in Armenia 
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Project Ruth continues to find ways to 
support and encourage Roma children 
and their families to strive for a brighter 
future. As we embark together on this 
third pandemic year, our focus continues 
to remain providing a quality education 
and humanitarian ser-
vices. Our medical clinic 
has been instrumental in 
providing COVID test-
ings and vaccinations to 
our inter-city communi-
ty. All of our students 
are back to face-to-
face learning for the time 
being.  

The government has 
been modifying the indi-
cators by which schools 

are transitioned to virtual.  If we are to go virtu-
al again, we have managed to collect near 80 
devices to be distributed to households so that students are able 
to connect.   

Our kitchen staff continues to provide meals to all Ruth School 
students along with families in high need depending on 
the recommendations of the social worker. Most recent, the 
Ruth School kitchen has been preparing meals three days a 
week for a local soup kitchen for the homeless of Bucharest. 

Just last week yet another academic study was released in 
Romania regarding students reading comprehension. More the 
40% of students in grades 1-12 in Romania do not understand 
what they read even though they are in fact able to read. The 
rate of this “functional illiteracy” is inherently worse in socio-
economically disadvantaged and rural communities. Public 
libraries are effectively non-existent in small cities and in 

villages. In just the last 10 years more than 700 community 
libraries have been closed in Romania.  

For the past five years, Project Ruth’s has been partnering with 
rural school to provide supplemental programming to more than 
800 students on an annual basis. We noticed that old, dusty 
books on the school shelves and the required readings in 

literature class were not helping improve literacy 
in these vulnerable minority groups. 

In the fall of this year, Project Ruth will be 
launching our 
“Reading Caravan” 
which will consist 
not only of a mobile 
library with 
hundreds of exciting, 
age-relevant & 
appropriate books 
but also a propriety 
reading 
comprehension 
software. We are 

developing online software where 
students can log in to take a 10-
question quiz on the book that they 
read. Their results will help earn the 
points for rewards from the Caravan 
along with their results being sent to 
their classroom teacher.  

Within the first year of the 
“Reading Caravan” we hope to 
provide books to, ignite a passion for 
reading in, and evaluate the 
comprehension of more than 500 
children who do not otherwise have 
access.   ~ Brittany Garton 

Here are a few of the Roma children from The Ruth School in Romania 

sporting their winter boots and warm clothing that were bought by dona-

tions from the people of Goshen supplemented with funds given to GMO.   

We were able to send the funds with Ginger Garton this past summer to 

purchase each and every student warm winter items all because of your 

generous donations.  The children and their parents were very grateful. 

This middle school stu-

dent had been wearing 

slippers as shoes which 

wouldn’t have protected 

her feet in the snow. 

Goshen had planned on sending a VBS team to work in Pana-

ma during the children’s summer break this past January in 

churches that had signed up for our help.  The Goshen team 

was canceled after several problems with scheduling but Go-

shen was able supply the needed money to fund the Bible 

schools.  These VBS supplies were paid for with funds you 

donated to the 2021 Goshen Missions Offering. 

- - - - - 

Pastor Florin Boruga ministers in Sighisoara, Romania with 

seven Roma churches and one Romanian church in five sur-

rounding villages.  He bakes hundreds of loaves of bread in a 

masonry oven daily which Goshen bought for him a few years 

ago after his old one collapsed.  The large dense loaves of 

bread are distributed to the villages daily to the poor who 

would starve otherwise.  Arqita, a Roma village, is isolated this 

time of year and are dependent on the loaves as they are their 

chief source of sustenance. 

Pastor Florin sent out a request for funds to help purchase the 

ingredients for his bread ministry this winter.  $2,000 of your 

donations to the Goshen Missions Offering were sent to this 

valuable ministry to feed the hungry this winter. 

- - - - - 

Through the GMO, RuraLove was able to assist a logger and 

his wife who were recovering from Covid by paying their rent 

since they were out of work two weeks.  Another lady Ru-

raLove assisted with rent said, “I don’t expect others to pay my 

bills.  So, I will be sending you a small amount each month 

until it is all repaid so you can help others.”   

Your Goshen Missions Offering dollars at work 
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“Kevin’s Korner” 

Missions is in the DNA of the Go-

shen.   When folks first told me about 

the DOM spot being open I was struck 

by all the mission involvements we are a 

part of.   

As you read this special missions news-

letter:    

• Pray for each opportunity 

• Pray for God to raise up volunteers, leaders, coordinators 

and prayer warriors  

• Pray for the funding to accomplish what He calls us to 

do to advance His kingdom 

         ~Kevin 

Rev. Kevin James 

Refugee Educational  

Mission Trip to Italy  
June 17-27, 2022 

Italy is both a destination and a transitional country for 

refugees.  We're looking for missions-minded women 

who are interested in learning more about the refugee 

journey.  There may be opportunities to help with small 

projects, however, this is primarily an educational trip 

with the goal of understanding the refugee journey pro-

cess and how we can make a difference.   

This is a joint effort of WMU of Virginia and North Caro-

lina; BGAV; and the European Baptist Federation.  For 

application, fees, and requirements contact John Miller at 

540.229.5366 or his daughter Sara at 866.210.8602 or 

SLamkin@wmunc.org .  Deadline to apply is March 1.   

 

Standing Rock Reservation  

July 24-29, 2022 

See WMUV.ORG for application, training dates, and fees. 

Evangelism Teams to the 

unreached areas of Panama 
October 3-8, 2022 

Panama has requested help with an evangelistic crusade.  

The Chiricana have wanted to establish an evangelical 

presence in four of the districts of the Chiriqui Province 

where currently no work is being done.  Teams are needed 

to preach and do outreach in these districts to begin new 

churches or mission points. Each site would need an evan-

gelist and others to help with the daily outreach. We are 

looking for at least two pastors plus six volunteers.   

 

Ladies Conference Team  

To Panama 
November 2022 

We are looking for four women who would be interested 

in attending a two-day Ladies Conference in November in 

Panama as representatives from Goshen.   

2022 Mission Teams forming now!   
Call 540.894.8440 for more information. 

Hope Boxes 

Needed 
Hope for Appalachia is in need of 

Hope Boxes for their spring mis-

sion trip.   

Please see website for a current list 

and instructions.  Deadline:  Bring 

to the Goshen Ministry Center by 

March 1 at 1 p.m. 

hfavateam.com  

Goshen Missions Offering 
2022 Goal:  $15,000 

 50% Mission Projects 

 25% RuraLove 

 25% Property & Grounds Improvements 

RuraLove Moments 
Shoppers at RuraLove enjoy talking to the volunteers and 

often share a crisis happening in their lives.  The volunteer 

will stop what they are doing and offer to pray with them 

right there in that moment.  Recently a faithful shopper’s 

wife had a medical crisis and he called Keith to ask for 

prayer.  Not only is RuraLove helping families in crisis by 

providing for their physical needs—but the community of 

shoppers know that they can depend on the RuraLove vol-

unteers for prayer, support, and encouragement. 



Recently a 63 year old lady called in need 

of a complete apartment of furniture.  She 

had been living with a friend in a furnished 

room and the friend passed away.  She had 

nothing of her own and had to move be-

cause the family was selling the house.  

Through generous donations of folks in our churches and 

community, RuraLove was able to completely furnish her 

new apartment with furniture, housewares, linens, hamper, 

and even a trash can.  It is simply amazing the response our 

drivers get as they unload these precious items in a client’s 

new home.  Their thanks is so rewarding. 
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In 2004, near the end of his first year in Sisian, Pastor 

Vardan was considering leaving.  Life was hard.  Van-

dals repeatedly broke church windows, many commu-

nity members saw the small group of believers as a 

cult, and they often didn’t have enough money for food.   

His wife Lucine’s face glowed on Monday afternoon, 

November 15, 2021 as she leaned across the table 

filled with food she had grown and prepared to tell us 

their story.  Lucine said that she told Vardan, “I think I 

will become very sick if you tell me that we are leaving 

Sisian, because I know God has called us to this town.” 

Vardan knew that he could earn a better living in Yere-

van, the capital city, to provide for his family.  He 

prayed for God’s direction.  God’s clear word was, “I 

am your provider and your protector.” 

Vardan surrendered his will to God and said that in the 

years since he has never once lacked for anything he 

needed.  Lucine now shares their story with missionar-

ies in the seminary as they prepare to go out to plant 

churches. 

Vardan underscored how God has taught his entire 

family that all they need is God.  Martin, their 13 year-

old son, was given $20—which the family planned to 

use to buy Martin a winter coat.  One Sunday, just be-

fore winter, Martin took his $20 to church and gave it all 

in the offering.   

His Dad asked, 

“Son, why did 

you give it all?  

You could have 

given half and 

we still would be 

able to buy a 

coat.”  Martin 

said, “Dad, God 

will provide.”   

A week later the 

pastor’s sister 

(unaware of what 

had happened) 

brought them two 

winter coats! 
Pastor Vardan and his wife, Lucine 

Testimony of Armenian Pastor Vardan and wife, Lucine 


